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CITY GIVEN $26,00

$1.50 the Year—be

PROPOSED BUDGET

OF 192223 -

GIVEN THE COMMISSION SHOWS

A DECREAS

SEVERAL NEW ACTIVITIES ARE

PLANNED THAT PROPOSED
BUDGET PROVIDES FOR.

Reynolds Estimates
City Needs $121,000

The annual budget for the city of
Alma will probably provide for
around £120,000 when it is passed by
the city commission in May. The

tentative budget submitted to the
commission Tuesday evening by Wil-
liam E. Reynolds, city manager,

calls for $121,000 for the coming
year, but there are indications that
the commission may find a way to
pare $1,000 from this amount.

This provides a budget far less
than the one of a year ago, which
called for $106,588.438. The budget
a year ago carried an item of 335,
888.43 for paving work, which will
be missing this year. With this
amount left out of the budget of a
vear ago the tentative program for
the coming year will show a saving
uver the budget of last year as a
number of nmew activities are includ-
ed in the proposed budget for 1422-
23.

The tentative program calls for an
increase of $2,280 for the library, a
capithl outlay for the waterworks of
$6,800, which was not ealled for last
year, and an additional outlay for
street maintenance of £3.000 for im-
provement work on East Superior,
Ely and other streets. It also con-
tajns an item of $3,000 for the pro-
viding of a tourists park for the city.
An item that was missing from last
yvear's budget because there was no
election this spring, is the sum of
$1,200 for the election next spring.
With the assuming of a number of
new activities the money for which
is included in the proposed budget

shows that the other city funds for |

the coming year will be using far less
money than was the case this past
Year.

There is of course no indication of |

what the tax rate per thousand of
valuation will be this coming year at
this time. Until the assessments
have been made and the valuations
ascertained, it will be impossible to
give a fair approximate tax
There is every indication that there
will be a big slice in valuation this
vear and this will mean a propor-
tionate increase in the tax rate.
There is every expectation, however,
that the tax rate will be much less
than a year ago when it was $11.35.
The probablities are that the rate
this year will be considerably under
$11.00. How much under this
amount the rate will be will depend
upon the decrease in valuations.

It is understood that an informal
meeting of the city commission will
be held this evening, at which time

rate. |

E OVER PAST YEAR

~ ATE— S

SEEK LOT ASSESSMENTS

With the sénson  here when the
Cemetery  Bonvd  starts work  to
beautify and  Keep the cemetery
clean for the summer months, mak-
ing it one of the most attractive
burial spots in this part of the state,
the Board is asking that all lot own-
ers immediately pay the $1.50 asses-
ment against their lots, which pro-
vides the fund for caring for the
individual lots during the summer
months, mowing the grass, watering
ete, Much work needs to be done
before Memorial day, and the Board
hopes that all lot owners may pay
the assessment before that date so
that every lot may be in good shape
for that time, Payment should be
made to the City Clerk or to A, W,
Brock of the Cemetery Board.

NEW PLAN OF
DISTRIBUTION

REPUBLIC INAUGURATES ZONE
SYSTEM FOR I'TS NATIONAL
DISTRIBUTION.

Important plans for maintaining
‘the national distribution of Republic
Trucks and extending the scope of
il{vgmhlir “Unequaled Service” are
| embodied in the recent adoption of
{the zone system of merchandising by
the Republic Truck Sales Corporation,
of Alma, Michigan. In an interview
| granted local press representatives
today,
ident of the Company said:

“The very rapid growth of the Re-
{ public Sales Organization and the
|s[mttim: of the Country with Service
and Associate Dealers, has made it
necessary for us to divide the Coun-
try into five divisions and to segre-
gate these divisions by zones, the
zones by States and the States by
districts. This arrangement, as now
{effected, assures proper supervision,
and enables the Factory to maintain
lintimate contaet with Jranches,
| Distributors, Associnte Dealers and
Service Dealers,

“The five divisions into which the
Country is divided include the Atlan-

It=

ern Division, Middle West Divison,

]
Coast Division.

“The Eastern and Southern Zones
are now under the direction of Mr. H.
I N. Leonard, the Middle West and
Western Centrul Zones under the di-

{rection of Mr. W. B. Hambly, and
the Pacific Coast Zone under the di-
rection of George E. Clarke.

“The Zone Managers in these divi-
sions, report direct to the Division
| Supervisors, and are themselves in

Colone! Frank E. Smith, Pres- |

tic Coast, or Eastern Division, South- |

Western Central Division, and Pacifie |

the Copy ALMA,

‘ Sawkins Company

L4 .

| Moving This Week
! The Sawking  Piano Company,
which for muny years has been lo-
cuted in the Holiday block on East
Superior street, s moving this week
to its new home in the Gibbs block.
‘xtill further east on Superior street.

The new location, which has heen
in the process of remodeling and re-
decoruting for the past few weeks,
{will give the paino and Vietrola
|#tore a much better location for ita
| business than the former place. It
]ii.\i expected that the entire stock will
{be in the new location before this
{coming Monday.

Immediately after the Sawkins
company vacates the bhilding the
[.-\Imu News Company will move from
the Gibbs block on South Woeodworth
[to the Holiday Ublock, which the
mnagement  believes  will funish a
far better location for its newspaper
and magazine business and it will
put the business almost in the heart
of the business section of the city.

IS HONOR STUDENT

Word hus come from Northwestern
University of Ewvanston, llinois, of
a special honor conferred upon Y. B,
Stitt of Alma, who is a member of
the Sophomore clags of the Engineer-
ing School of that university. FEach
year at this time Director John F.
Hayford of Northwestern University
School of Engineering publishes an
Honor List of students who during
their entire work at the university
have maintained an average of 80
degrees or better. That is, after the
student registers at  Northwestern,
his grades are carefully recorded and,

no matter whether he be a freshman |

or a senior, if his standing = above
'80, he appezars on the honor roll. Mr.
Stitt's name i2 on this year's roll The
list this yenr contained only thirty-
six names.

CONNOR €0,
T0 BUILD HERE

OWOSS0 ICE CREAM CONCERN

WILL ERECT STORAGE AND
DISTRIBUTING PLANT.
The Connor Jee Cream Com-

pany of Owosso broke ground yester-
day for a modern storage and dis-
tributing plant in this city, which
will be erected on the ground near
the Clevelund Grocery in the eastern
part of the city.

foundations will be on concrete, and
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BURT RESIGNG et Comoctenin
15 COMMANDER
OF THE LEGION

Phil Lewis, who sucessively won
firat honors in the local High School
oratorical contest and in the sub-dis-
trict contest, with his oration, “The
| Hope of the World,” will compete for
honors in the distriet contest at Ho-
well, Friday evening, April 2Kth.

Since the winning of the sub.dis-
| trict cogtest at Owosso earlier in the

W, MYERS MOST NO. 142 TEN.
DERED RESIGNATION,

{sistently for the district contest un-
der the direction of Lyle Barnhart,
of the high school faculty, who has
had a wide experience in public speak

1 . ing obtained while at Alma Col-
( . l{' l{(,’,‘nson (lege, and it s expected that the
N(fu.‘ !"03‘ l}ead‘,r Alma Ind will show a big improve-

ment in his delivery at Howell Fri-
day evening and hopes are heing held

American Legion of this eity, held
last Thursday evening, at the Legion
rooms in the City Hall, L. 1. Burt,
post commandant, tendered his resig-
nation to the post and after it was

| position at Howell than he did in the
sub-district contest, as he will com-
pete against the winners of the var-
wus sub-districts, that go to make up
the district, which includes Detroit,

aceepted Chester R, Robinson,  vice Flint, Lansing, Ann Arbor and Jack-

commandant, was elevated  to the o5 chouls,  There will be four con-

place ""“ilF"'l by Burt. testants in the Friday evening event
The rvesignation of Mr. Burt, as

DIED AT PETOSKEY
Mra. Derwin Ely, a former resident
{of this city, died at her home in Pe-
Ttosky on April 19, und the body was
laten to Alma for burial in
the fumily lot in Riverside cemetery
Mrs. Ely was a pioneer resident of

commandant of the post, was made
becaarse of the fact that he felt that |
he did not bave the time that should
|Iu- devoted to the exceutive office of
| the post. Several short talks were
made at the meeting by a number
of the members, all of which expressed

birought

a deep regret that Mr. Burt should | this city having come to Alma in
find it necessiary to retire from the 1854, lwing am ng the very first of
office of post commandant. When | the settlers here, Following the

the matter of a successor was put un-
iseussion there wus a general
feeling that the vice commandant
should have the office, and when a
motion to this effect was made Mr,
Robinson was unaminously elected.

At this meeting the Legionaires
tvoted in favor of holding a joint meet-
ing this evening with the Women's
| Auxiliary. A card party will be
one of the features of the meeting
tonight.  All members of the Legion
nnd the Women's Auxilary are invit-
ed to attend.

It was stated at the meeting that
[ Manuger Miller of the Strand the-
atre will co-operate with the Post in
puiting on some shows in the near
future, and a motion was voted
hegin the sevies of entertainments at
the Strand on May 2 and 3. Com-
mander Robinson is working on the
committees who are to handle the
[ticket sale for the functions.

FIFTY YEARS

death of her husband in November of
IROT, she went to Petoskey, where
ihe had since that time resided with
her son, Floyd, She will be remem-
bered by a large number of the older
residents of the city.

PLER MADE FOR
SALVATION AR

ROSS, STATE WORKER, TELLS .
OF €, MEMBERS NEEDS OF
THE ARMY,

iler o

Lo

At the meeting and luncheon of the
Alma Chamber of Commerce held
yeslerday noon, Mr. Rolfe, a state
worker for the Salvation Army in the
coming “home service appeal” of the
organization which is to be held from
May 5 to 12, told of some of the

EXECUTIVE HEAD OF ‘:H“R“Elmun!h. Lewis has been working con- |

TEN PAGES WHOLE NUMBER 2249

0 DAMAGES AGAINST PURGELL

®

DECREE IS VINDICATION FOR
CITY OFFICIALS IN FAMOUS
PURCELL-ALMA WATER SUIT

' Well Machinery, Located by The Record, and Replevined
by the City of Alma, is Ordered to be Sold
at Auction in Near Future.

JUDGMENT OF MANAGER REYNOLDS
SUSTAINED THROUGHOUT THE CASE

: that the lad will be returned a win-
At the regular meeting of the o =
George W. Myers Post No. 132, Lewis will face much harder op-

On Monday, April 24, E. J. Moinet signed a decree in the
case of the City of Alma against A. R.Purcell, Jackson well con-
tractor, whereby the city is declared a lien upon the well digging
machinery which is now in the possession of the city for breach
of contract on the part of the Juckson man in the construction of
wells under contract dated April 30, 1918, Judge Moinet also
rendered a judgment for the city against Purcell for $26,046.00
fand directed that the well digging machinery in the possession
of the city be sold and the proceeds applied upon the amount

i found due the city and a judgment entered for any deficiency.

Under the contract, which the city entered into with A, R.
Purcell the latter guaranteed that in consideration of the pay-
ment of $40,000 by the City of Alma he would furnish the city
with a flow of 2,000 gallons of water per minute under certain
tests when the wells were constructed and pumped in unison for
a continuous period of a year. Under the contract the tests were
to be made by Purcell upon notice to the city that the city might
have representatives present and be satisfied that the guaranty
of 2,000 gallons of water per minute called for in the contract
had been met.

Purcell collected from the city a total of $36,000 in money

'of the $40,000 that he was to receive. He furnished not to ex-
ceed 800 gallons of water per minute from the wells that he con-
'structed, when they were tested in unison. By reason thereof
the city held that it was entitled to the return of $24,000 of the
money that Purcell received, which with the interest, a total of
£2.046.00, makes up the $26,046.00 which the decree signed by
Judge Moinet awarded to the City,

The law requires that
should be taken by the City for the!Jackson contractor until it is demon-
performance of the contract, but the strated by court proceedings that
only security that was taken was the this money cannot be returned to the
well digging machinery used in the city treasury, where the court suays

work here, and which is probably not it belongs by the judgment that it
vilued at over $2,000. renidered.,

ey
The next step in the case will be to

security———— -

Under the contract the title of the

well digging machinery was to be advertise the well digging machinery,
with the e¢ity pending the faithful now in possession of the City, for

wrformance of the contract by the
I 0

¢ | sale and to apply the proceeds upon
Juckson man. When he concluded his

the judgment. A judgment for the

for the amount that remains unpaid.

il . = y work that the Army s doing. work the machinery was moved to|deficiency will then be secured and
‘_Th;;l h“':f‘"'.‘_ﬁ ‘;:l.i be ?"?. h:;wt TI|1n ~ The record of _tho Salvation ;\rmyl:mmhvr job in another city, When the City will proceed against Purcell
SRgin and o= Ieet in widin. o (in war is no different from the ree- the city tested the wells and found

Ithe walls of hollow tile, with a front
of brick construction. The floors will
be of re-inforced concrete. Modern
equipment will be installed through-
out the plant,

The plant will be used entirely for
|storage and distribution, the com-
ipany feeling a need for getting in
|closer touch with its trade in this
part of the state where it is doing a
{large and increasing business. Alma

sularies and other matters will be ¢harge of the business in their re-{,fers a fine distributing point for

ord that the Army had been making

| , .
| | during the previous thirty-five years,

‘1'{' 1\‘\1} ‘IR:‘;. J. ‘I- \"I'E‘\Tt)‘\';“l‘ which it has NHI!i!' since 1]1.!‘ War.
R £ 2 v | The nim of the Salvation Army he |
OBSERVED GOLDEN WEDDING T EhE ¥ s
: - said is to give services where the
AT HOME HERE MONDAY, need is.
— | He said that the Salvation Army

. [has sixteen  different  departments,
Mr. and Mrs, James M. “l“"‘l"“-l:mtl spoke briefly of the work of

residing on West Center street, ob-|gome of these such a= the rescue
served their golden wedding anni-|home, the industrial home, the prison
versary st their home Monday, and|wark, free clinfes and the fresh air
enjoyed the day with about 76 rela- | camps,

that Purcell had not given the
amount of water that he contracted
to supply efforts were made to locate
the machinery. Purcell using
well digging machinery at St Louis
at the time, but it was difficult to
ascertain

It is certain that the people of Al-
ma will - watch further developments
in the caze with great interest, as it
i= fairly certain that nearly $25,000
of the judgment will remain unpaid
after the well machinery is sold. The

Wis

whether or not this ma- fact that this amount of money will

chinery was the same uas that used mean a great difference in taxes in
{on the work here, the future in this city, makes it only
Representatives  of The Record to be expected that Alma people will

went to St. Louis and while talking

_ Le highly interested as it is their own
with Purcell there one of them in-

affairs which are involved in the case,

jected the remark in the conversation

spective zones and direct the operi- | the company, which is one of the big |that the well digger there looked to

one into and it is possibly that a ° : Op
s (tions of the Branch House, Distribut- | roqsons as to the decision to locate

tives from Alma and other Michigan| He then told of some of the things

slight amount may be lopped from
the proposed budget, bringing it
down to $120,000, if it can be done
consistently.

U.B. Woman's
‘' Missionary Ass’n

The third annusl segsion of the
North Michigan Branch of the Wo-
man's Missionary Association of the
United Brethren Church will be held
at Jackson Street Church, May 2 to 4,

On Tpesday evening a short song
service and devotional will be held,
and will be followed by the annual
sermon by Rev. Ludwick.

Wednesday sessions will be held at
9:00 a. m., 1:30 p. m. and in the even-
ing. In the evening a missionary
pageant composed by Miss Alberta
Bowman, daughter of Rev. Bowman,
and a graduate of Alma High School,
will be given.

Interesting meetings are also to be
held Thursday morning, sfternoon

and evening, which promise to be daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles |

very interesting.
FREE LECTURE ON -

or, Associate Dealer and Service
Denler organizations in their respec-
tive territories.

“Service Dealer representatives are

being rapidly establshed 1h"°u3h""t|pﬂ'tﬂl that the plant would be ready orated for the occusion with Easter

.the United States, the prineipal ob-
ject being points of contact with the
buying Public and assurance to every
| Republic owner of adequate service
attention, no matter how remote his
location may be from the larger oen-
ters of activity.

“The response that we are getting
from our Dealer Organization, and
|also our owners, is very gratfying,
tand justifies the Republic Sales and
| Service policy, and results have been
reflected in an increased volume of
sales, which each month since Janu-
ary have shown a fifty per cent in-
erease over the prior month.”

VESTABURG GIRL MARRIED
|  Vivian E. Priest of lonia, son of
Mr. and Mrs, Lewis Priest of lonia
County and Miss Clara B. Borten,

Borton of Vestaburg, were
|united in marriage Saturday

quietly
noon.
IApril 22, at the home of Rev. and

ilh(‘ plant in Alma.

| Mr. W. A MeDonald, a representa-
itive of the company, who was in the
|eity yesterday, stated that it was ex-

for use within the next sixty days,

‘A New Cemetery
’ Ordinance Filed

| A new cemetery ordince for the

government of Riverside Cemetery
| was filed with the ecity commission
| Tuesday evening and will come up
for its first reading next Tuesday
\night It i an interesting document
|and in its 25 sections makes some
| noteworthy provisions for the care of
Ithe present and any future eity
[cemeteries,

One of the provisions of the ordi-
 nonce, if adopted by the ecity com-
| minsion, will provide for the levying
|of an amount set by the cemetery
board for the wupkeep of the lots
| there and to provide for the payment
of this amount.

It will also provide for a superin-

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE | Mrs, J. D. Tanner of Vestaburg by |endent of the cemetery, to be named
First Church of Christ, Scientist|Rev. Tanner in the presence of the |by the cemetery board who will have

of Alma Michigan announces a Free
Lecture on Christian Science by Dr,

John M. Tutt, C. 8 B. of Kansas

| brrides sister, Mrs; Lucy
and Mrs. Hattie Tanner.
Mr. and Mrs. Priest will go to

Freman,

City, Missouri, member of the Board Ionia to reside, Mr., Priest .‘la\ring

of Lectureship of the Mother Church,

The First Church of Christ, Scientist

in Boston, Mass,

In the Odd Fellows Temple, South
State street, Sunday
May
lic is cordially invited,

§ afternoon, | in Vestaburg and vicinity
7th at three o’clock. The pub-|tend congratulations and wish them
49.2¢ a long and happy married life.

a position at that place,

Mrs. Priest was raised at Vesta-
| burg and attended the Vestaburg
high school. She has many friends
who ex-

(all of the powers of a policeman at
| the ecemetery, in addition {o the
ordinary powers of the superinten-
dent.

It contains numerous other pro-
vieions relative to burial, ete., which
will be of interest to lot owners in
Riverside.

The Record ean do your Job Print-
ing—Call or telephone.

cities, who journcyed to their h“!“l‘ithut had been done by the Alma Ar-
to extend congratulations and to wish | iy during the past year and in clos-
them many more years of married
life. ‘

The Wheaton home was gayly dec-

ing stated that the Army believes in
service to God through service to
man.

He was followed by W, A, McDon-
(lilies, ferns and palms, which added4}d, a representative of the Connor
greatly in making the home cozy and | Jee Cream Company of Owosso, who
attractive for the anniversary.

I Mrs. Ruth Rockwell, Arlene Ogden,
|B(.-Ih' und Marion Williams served a
fine two course dinner at 6:00 o'clock
Monday evening to the immediate
relatives of Mr. and Mrs. Wheaton,
who were honor guests at the dinner.

Mr. and Mrs. Wheaton have been
residents for the past twently years,
moving to this city from a farm,
where they had lived for a period of
|21 years. Their two sons, Ralph and
Ray, are both engaged in business in
this city.

told of the efforts of the company to
insure pure ice cream and the value
of ice cream as a food, comparing its
food values with other foods. By use
of the stercopticon he gave views of
| various phases of the work at the
Owosso and Ovid plants, ete.

Solos were rendered ®at the lun-
cheon by Mrs. H. 8. Babeock with
Mrs, J. W, Kelder at the piano, and
by Cadet Rosry of the Salvation
Army.

Charles R. Murphy, who acted as
chairman for the meeting announced
{that Col. Frank E. Smith, president
and general manager of The Republic
Motor Truck Company Inc., would be
the speaker for next week Wedhes-
day. The following Wednesday the
Toledo wholesalers will  visit  Alma
and on May 17 Mr. Harris, a wel
known Grand Rapids manufacturer,
will speak before the members of the
organization.

| PLAN FOR MOTHERS' DAY

A committee of young men at the
E. 'Superior Christian Church is ar-
|ranging to convey many mothers
who could not attend otherwise, in
autos,  Telephone 868 Black if
you know of a shut-in mother who
would like to attend church on
Mothers' day, May 14, Four plants
|will e awarded to mothers attend-
ing, one to the oldest mother, one to
the youngest mother, one to the
oldest son or daughter (both must
be present) and one to the mother of |
the youngest child (the baby need not |
attend.)

There will be a special meeting of

Woodworth avenue, Downey
o | and West End street will be heard,

Buy all kinds of electrical
veniences, at a greatly reduced price  commission will

prove one of the

of the Alma Electric & Battery Co.| most interesting of any held so far
this year.

L}

this week.—advertisement >

||w larger than the one used at Alma,
Pureell veplied that it was the same
e machine, The following day the
City replevined the machinery.

Shortly after, the replevin case
|went into Circuit Court, the city win-
ning in this court over the contract-
or, who appealed to the Michigan
Supreme Court. The higher court up-
held the finding of Judge Moinet in
Circuit Court, and the City then
went after the damages against Pur-
cell, as the replevin case settled thor-
oughly that the contraet had
been complied with.

The story of haow Pureell, not an
educated man by any means, but a
Iman with considerable cleverness and

shrewdness, was able to secure a con-
tract with the city without proper
security, and how he apparently

milked the city in obtaining the sum
lof 830,000 of the £40,000 he was to
| have received under the contract, al-
though he furnished less than 600
gallons of water per minute, forms a
tale which has not yet been entirely
revealed to the people of the City of
| Alma, who voted the bond issue,
which furnished the money that Pur-
!rell secured.

It still remains to be seen whether

jcollected from Purcell. Present in-

judgment. The City is certain, right

ging machinery, which was uncov-
{[ter &= in the hands of William A,
| Bahlke, city attorney, who declares

ilhat it 18 his purpose to pursue the

not |

Knights Templar
Had Big Night

| The banquet and ball given by the
Knights Templar Friday evening at
(thacn was well  attended. A re-
ception and dinner was given at the
Methodist church where banquet tab-
les were decorated with dark red
| carnations in vases, ulso dark red
candles were used and tiny bright
tined nut receptacles were at each
| plate,

The three course dinner was served
by the south division of the Metho-
(dist Aid Society. Charles G. Graham
‘was master of ceremonies. He call-
{ed upon  Rev. L. L. Dewey of the
Methodist church and Rev. William
! Roberts of the Presbyterian church
for toasts after which the company
went to the Masonie temple where
the following program was given: A
piano solo by Mrs. Paul Kernen, Mrs.
Fred Brown, reading; Mrs, Bellaway
and Mrs. C. E. Burt, a pianologue.
Two little girls, Jane Archer and
| Marybeth McKenzie, entertained the
company with a song and dance and

Miss Charlotte Hamilton gave a
whistling solo. Cireuit Judge E. J.
Moinet of St. Johna gave a brief

SPECIAL (“II_MMISSI()N MERTING |or not the $26,000.00 damage can be | talk and Mrs. Joseph McKenzie gave

a group of songs. Dancing was then

the city commission Friday evening, formation is that he will not pay the enjoyed at the armory as was the
April 28, at which time the hearing |
of objections to the paving on North |now, of only the amount that can be Mygic was furnished by Marks orche-
street | secured from the sale of the well dig- | sira of Saginaw. A Iarge number of

platoon drill by the Sir Knights.

| Masons from Alma attended the an-

con- | It is expected that this session of the | ered by The Record. The entire mat-| nual ovent of the Knight Templors,

|  Alvin and H. A. Blair of Middleton
1wt-re in the ¢ity Tuesday on business,




